
WPCC decreases
environmental impact
Western Piedmont Community Col-

lege isusing grant money to implement
energy efficiency improvements.
The projects were identified in 2009

and are being paid for with two grants
received through the state's allocation
of the federal American Recovery and
Reinvestment Act funds of.$246,022.
Western Piedmont's planned energy

conservation improvements include
upgrading the college's heating and
cooling system and increasing energy
efficiency in electrical and technology
infrastructure. These upgrades will re-
duce energy waste by eliminating inef-
ficient standby and operational prac-
tices required by outdated equipment
and control systems.
The college will reinvest energy sav-

ings generated in college maintenance
and energy efficiency measures, there-
by stretching taxpayer savings and
creating a revenue source for future
energy efficiency investments. .
Many of the college's buildings are
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more than 40years old and
are energy inefficient. The
heating anc;l.cooling sys-
tem still uses equipment
and controls installed in
the rnid-1960s.
More than one-sixth of

the college's annual energy
expenses are due to opera-
tionallimitations from old
equipment and· systems.
Energy savings in building
lighting will be realized by
installing occupancy sen-
sors in restrooms and of-
fices. When all phases of
the heating, cooling and
lighting upgrades are com-
plete, the college expects
to save more than $50,000
annually.
Energy-use estimates in-

dicate that 25 percent of
the college's energy con,
sumption derives from
computers, with another
large block used for light-
ing. The first phase of the
energy saving project will

"auto-power-down" all
1,500 computers and re-
lated equipment at the col-
lege. Doing so should save
$27,060annually in energy
costs. In addition, the col-
lege received funding to re-
place 183 outdoor lighting
fixtures with more energy
efficient induction lights.
Tiretotal energy savings for
the fixture replacements is
estimated ~t 259,000 kwh
per year or $20,720.
The. estimated total cost

of the college's energy sav-
ing upgrades is $261,429.
The $246,022 state grants
will cover most of the cost.
The college will cover the
difference by providing its
own manpower to imple-
ment a portion of the proj-
ects and outsource the
work that requires greater
expertise. The project
upgrades are expeCted to
save about 20 percent of
the college's annual ener-
gy costs and reduce green-
house gas emissions. I

Libby Barger is the community
relations director for WPCC.


